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As Principal of Patrasayer Mahavidyalaya it is with immense pride |
announce that the students and the students’ union of Patrasayer
Mahavidyalaya have taken the initiative to bring out our institutional
magazine Anirban online this year. We are passing through a
pressing time of pandemic where the educational institutions are
closed for more than one and half years. Virtual/online classes have
replaced physical classroom teaching. There is no physical contact
between the teacher and the students. In every sphere online mode
has replaced physical mode. Keeping with this trend, the print
version of the magazine has given way to the online version. This is
perfectly natural in the current situation of Covid-19 pandemic.

| Covid-19 pandemic is of unprecedented global public health
concern affecting all countries of the world. Most of the countries have passed through two waves of
the pandemic and the third wave is also expected to occur in some countries. To combat the
pandemic, several steps have been taken by the Government of India. These steps include periodic
lockdowns, restrictions on movement of trains and buses, restrictions on economic activities, closing
of educational institutions, cinema halls, theatres, gyms, swimming pools and arrangements for
vaccination of the adults of country etc.

The pandemic has impacted almost all sectors of the nation—economic, social, health, education
and many others. A country like India which boasts of diversity and thrives in nurturing social
connections, the self-isolation since the year 2020 has been extremely difficult. Along with other
health conditions, mental health has become a predominant issue as well. Increase in chronic stress,
anxiety and depression has been reported as a consequence of the pandemic. The students of schools
and colleges are missing out on the best days of their life. They are deprived of the delights of campus
life and are depressed as a result of staying indoors for a long period of time.In such a scenario, the
decision to bring out college magazine Anirban virtually, taken unanimously by both the students and
staff of the institution, was most welcome. The publication of the online magazine provides an
opportunity for the students to get rid of their seclusion by participating in the campus life through
contribution to the magazine.

On this occasion | thank the members of the Chhatra Sansad of Patrasayer Mahavidyalaya for
taking the initiative for an online journal. | am proud of both the students and the staff of this
institution who have freely contributed to this magazine even during this difficult time. | express my
gratitude to the teacher-in-charge of the magazine as well as other teachers of the college for their
cooperation in this venture. Members of the Governing Body of the college also deserve thanks for
their active interest in the affairs of the college. | convey my Best Wishes to you all and pray for your
good health. Stay safe and Take care.

Dr. Santosh Koner
Principal
Patrasayer Mahavidyalaya

. J
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editorial

Situated amidst a quiet vibe of lush green fields, Patrasayer Mahavidyalaya is a
home away from home for many of us. As an abode of learning, our college has
always been very warm and supportive to its students. They are encouraged to step
outside their classrooms in order to learn something more than the prescribed
syllabus. Under the guidance of our Principal, Dr. Santosh Koner therefore we
collectively bring out our yearly magazine Anirban with immense joy and pride. Our
magazine allows our students, teachers and the non-teaching members of the college
to showcase their respective work and in the process we all learn to celebrate the
spirit of art, aesthetics and literature. It’s the first time that we are launching it online
but by no means has it reduced our efforts, dedication and love for it. This year we
have been very brave as we battled against the pandemic and are still at war
combating the deadly virus. It has been months now that we have not heard our
students laughing across the corridors and it genuinely hurts all of us. We realise that
this time will pass and very soon we will all be together again. This magazine has
been charted out this time to remind all of our students that no matter what, we are
always there for them. To our graduating batch, we want to bid a hearty goodbye as
they are about to embark on their larger journey of life and we only wish them
happiness and success. For the current ones, we have our good wishes.

As the newest addition to the faculty room of the college, from the very first
day itself, I was made to feel more than welcome by everyone and this year when I
was given the honour of donning the Editor’s hat, I could not be happier. This work
has been one of love and labour and therefore I shall be grateful to all if more than its
merit, the greater spirit that it embodies be considered. After all, one must remember,
we are not islands just as long as we hold each other’s hands.

Dr. Ritushree Sengupta
Assistant Professor
Department of English
Patrasayer Mahavidyalaya
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Ten Ways the World has changed
in the Last Decade
Aparajita Mukherjee
Assistant Professor and Head
Department of English

Greek philosopher Heraclitus had proclaimed “Change is the only
constant in life.” Heraclitus might or might not have grasped the enormity of
his declaration but it has almost taken the shape of a gospel truth in the last
two decades or so. It is one such truth that permeates our life, transforms us in
subtle ways, and, becomes noticeable only when it is too late. By a general
consensus, change is met with resistance, especially when it pushes us out of
our comfort zone. But when it inevitably occurs, we accept it, adapt to it, and,
even admire it at times.

Change is a continuous process. Our world changes and shifts every
second in subtle ways. The last two decades, however, have seen some
radical transformations that ushered the world into a new era. From climate
change to booming technologies, from socio-political upheaval to cultural
acceptance, from economic development to musical tastes, almost no sphere
has remained unchanged. In the following essay, I have attempted to pinpoint
the ten most obvious changes that have transformed the world, for better or
worse, in the last decade:

1. Smart phones: The very nature of technology is to grow and evolve. It is
ever-changing, progressive, and always striving to be better than the last.
One such development has been the invention of the Smartphone in the
early 1990s by tech giant IBM. Ever since it has only become lighter,
cheaper and smarter over the years. In the last decade the smart gadget
has evolved from being a means of communication to being a device
that now manages our shopping, transportation, grocery delivery,
banking, entertainment and many more as well.There is no doubt that
the ever-developing arena of smart phones and devices occupy a very
large slice of our lives and is gradually becoming indispensable.

2. Apps: One must talk about “apps” while talking of smart phones. Over
the years applications or apps, have taken over the job of fulfilling
possibly all our online needs. Almost every service can be availed by
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clicking a few buttons on our smart devices. Careers are built
nowadays on app designing and providing both common and unique
services to people. It has been in the development ever since the
invention of smart devices but the whole virtual market seems to have
boomed in the last few years. Nearly every minute multiple new apps
are launched around customer service and satisfaction.

Streaming services: Another service associated with smart devices and
appsis the Streaming service. Be it movies, music, or television shows,
streaming services, like Netflix, Amazon Prime, Hotstar, have become
quite the rage in recent years. Video streaming services, also known as
OTT (Over the Top), provide television and film content over the
internet. They are built around customer requirement and are available
at request. Almost every country has their indigenous OTT platforms
as well as those available worldwide. Over the years and especially
after the outbreak of the Corona virus, the traditional way of watching
movies has given way to such streaming services. The same is true
when it comes to television shows or listening to music. In fact, survey
shows that album sale of music artists has been steadily going down as
music streaming apps rise in demand and popularity.

Smart Homes: Along with our phones our homes got smarter as well in
the last decade. The launch of the Amazon Echo in 2014 revolutionized
the idea of voice-activated smart speakers at homes that can answer
questions, stream music and control almost everything in our house
from the lights to our TV. Since then a flurry of such devices like
Google Home, Apple Home Pod, the Galaxy Home have flooded the
market and arrived in our homes. They are a form of Al (Artificial
Intelligence) and are believed to make life easier.

On demand transport service: The way we commute everyday has also
seen a drastic change in recent years. Ride-sharing apps like Ola and
Uber in India have turned out to be quite essential in the hour of need.
Though this facility of transport service on demand is still largely a
metropolitan feature, it is, gradually, branching out to small towns as
well. In spite of these rides being more expensive and exclusive than
local or public transport, their popularity and demand are on the rise. It
1s mostly because these rides are easy to order and are available at odd
hours. Such services have also opened doors for many employment
opportunities.

LGBTQ+ community: In the last ten years the world has evolved to be
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more open and accepting of the LGBTQ+ community. India, one among
many nations, moved to repeal the archaic laws that discriminated
against homosexual and transgender identities. Though Article 15 of the
Indian Constitution specifically prohibits discrimination against any
citizen on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth, a more
distinct approach was necessary. It is one of the most fundamental ways
the world in general and India in particular have developed in the last
decade. That said, a long way is still to be traversed before a complete
acceptance is achieved across the world.

Environmental Awareness: Environmental concerns are on the rise for
years now owing to excessive urbanisation, deforestation, pollution,
global warming, diminishing natural resources, loss of biodiversity,
scarcity of water to name only a few. These concerns are not limited to
a specific nation but are challenges faced by the whole world. In recent
years, climate change has become a growing concern, and called for
awareness especially in young adults, after Swedish activist Greta
Thunberg drew the world’s attention to climate change mitigation. This
eco-concern has called for several measures like ban or restriction on
the use of plastic products, replacement of plastic straws and grocery
store bags with bio-degradable materials, establishment of plastic-free
and green campuses, increasing use of solar panels, rain water
harvesting and many others.

Wellbeing and Self-care: Awareness towards mental health and overall
wellbeing has rapidly become essential in today’s fast paced world.
With new developments every day, there is an extreme pressure to keep
up which often times leads to anxiety and depression. In such a scenario,
our own wellbeing and self-care takes precedence. Yoga, meditation,
proper diet, therapy, counselling have shown to change lives and getting
in touch with one’s own self has become an important part of self-
improvement.

Social Media: Another glaring change that has taken over the world in
the last decade is the near-obsession with Social media. It has changed
the way we eat, travel, or even, simply live. From presenting a persona
to being a part of the latest trend, social media simply rules our lives.
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter are our links to the world. Meetings are
conducted over Meet, Teams or Zoom apps. Unique places, uncommon
dishes, and rare experiences create the biggest hype and it is the young
who seem to be the most vulnerable.
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10. Covid-19: The most catastrophic development to change the world,
almost overnight, is the outbreak of the Novel Corona virus as we
ended the decade. With the spread of the pandemic, the world went
under lockdown en masse. Health care system failed in developed
countries like Italy, and USA; scores of people died worldwide;
millions lost their livelihood; the stockmarket crashed; and life, as we
knew it, ended. Wearing masks, avoiding crowd, and working from
home became the new normal. Shopping malls, movie theatres,
restaurants, salons, gyms, swimming pools all closed down and we
gained a new outlook towards life.

There is no doubt that our approach towards life today has changed. The
ways in which we interact with others have altered. Messaging services like
WhatsApp or Telegram now keep us connected. Vlogs and Memes make one
‘viral’.

The internet reigns supreme in today’s world and the AI (Artificial
Intelligence) is its new medium. In addition, the pandemic has changed our
life in unforeseeable ways. To conclude, change is inevitable but from every
turn we learn and we grow.
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Perspectives on Scientific Knowledge in Ancient India

Dr. Priya Jyoti Samanta
Head of the Department of History

etat sarvam yukti-mulam, eva na tva agama-mulam
All this is rooted in reason, not in the dogmas.

(Neelkantha, 1444-1545 AD)

One may like to pause to reflect upon the nature and place of knowledge in the Indian

traditions. Ancient Greeks perceived knowledge in terms of power; it was used to acquire and
consolidate power; it was not merely knowledge for the sake of knowledge. To Indians it
meant liberation — sa vidya ya vimumtaye. But liberation from what — ignorance, disease,
poverty of what Buddha called dukkha or liberation from this world itself? As the
Brahmanical tradition became strong, the metaphysical other-worldliness overtook the quest
for vimukti. The purpose may have changes from time to time but the quest remained. It is
this quest that makes our civilizational journey fascinating. Inherent here is also the premium
on wisdom. Wisdom was the aim of our rishis and wisdom was applied even for developing
techniques to improve the quality of life, for instance, ayurveda of yoga.

The Indian knowledge system may not have what Kuhn terms as ‘paradigm shifts’.
Change was there but evolved slowly; knowledge did move forward but without any sharp
break with the past. It moved through writing commentaries which scholars in every
generation wrote making additions or subtractions in the then existing corpus of knowledge.
Significantly youkti (skill, reasoning) is highly prized in the Indian tradition. Neelkantha
praises his hero Aryabhatta as yukti-nidhi; Bhaskara II praises his bija-ganita as avyakra-
yukti (handling unknown variables). Unlike Greek ‘axiomatism’, the Indians used what R.
Narsimha calls ‘computational positivism’. This attitude relied only on facts as the possible
objects of knowledge; it did not give any credence to metaphysics or to assumptions that
could not be verified as facts. The result was that errors in the predictions of planets were less
in the Indian approach compared to those based on Ptolemy’s ‘axiomatic’ procedure. Another
interesting aspect is that the Indians considered the siddhantas valid only for some finite
period of time (kvachit kale pramanam) and not valid for ever.

The biggest problem in Indian tradition, as an eminent Indian scientist Narliker
argument, is that of ‘praksipta’ which are basically additions reflecting the culture of the time.
The ‘praksipta’ merges well with the text and in most cases difficult to identify. For example,
one would be surprised to find reference to provident fund and insurance facility for an
employee in the Sukraniti compiled in the Gupta period. Actually it was added by an
employee of the East India Company in the 1830s!

Split Science

For the ancient periods we should not use the term science as we understand it today.
Scientific investigations were definitely there, empirical observations were made, and
numerous rational explanations were given. But it is doubtful whether the methods used were
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as exact as done in modern times. In ancient texts one finds numerous references to yukti
(reason), tarka vidya (science of reasoning), anvikshki (investigation), anumana (intelligent
inference), pramana (proof) and hetusastra (dialectics). The celebrated Charaka Samhita talks
of yukti bheshaj (rational medicine). Though the Indian traditions did accommodate certain
rational explanations but taken as a whole more reliance was placed on anubhuti (experience)
than on anything else. The great philosopher Sankara preferred anubhuti, not suska tarka (dry
reason). Many perished in the process and a vast majority had to compromise. Brahmagupta
(the author of Brahmasphuta Siddhanta, 628 AD) knew the real reason for the eclipses but
since the Puranas had claimed that it happened because of the demon Rahu, he preferred to
save his skin by endorsing the Pauranic claim. He took one step forward and then two steps
backward. The power of tradition and the weight of canonical knowledge were so great that
even great minds had to succumb.

Why did scientists behave like split personalities? Why while accepting science they
also prostrate themselves before its opposite? Why different kinds of alien ideas and attitudes
remain mixed up with science in the ancient texts? It was because the lawgivers who guided
and guarded their traditions jealously were not willing to allow any challenge to the authority
and their worldview. The other disciplines like phonetics, grammar (vyakarna), etymology
(nirukta), metrics (chandas), and calendrical astronomy (jyotisa) had elements more of rituals
and orthodoxy than those of rational observation and explanation. Medicine too had a
magico-religious origin but gradually it developed from daiva-vyapasraya bhesaja to yukti-
vypasraya bhesaja.

The ayurveda gradually emphasised not only direct observation of natural phenomena
but also the technique of a rational processing of the empirical data. Their understanding of
the aetiology of several diseases and even the functioning of the organs of the body might
have been deficient but their knowledge of the therapeutic value of the plant world was
amazing. Susruta talks of mutual interrelation (paraspara Isamsaragat), mutual
interdependence  (paraspara-anugrahanat), and mutual interpenetration (paraspara-
anuprevesat). This is how the panchbhutas (Five Forms of Matter) run the universe.

Against this background, the ancient Indian physicians developed a theory of
medicine revolving around tridosha (three humors) and claimed that the diseases occurred
because of the imbalance among the three. This indeed was a great limitation on their
knowledge of because not everything could be explained in terms of the pancha-bhuta and the
tridosha framework. This explains also the weaknesses of the ancient Greek and Indian
medical systems which much later were successfully challenged in the early modem times by
scientists like Paracelsus, Vesalius and Harvey.

In India for centuries the canonical texts like the Samhitas of Charak and Sushruta
were there to guide but knowledge advanced through commentaries and even replications. In
the deep south, the Siddhas had developed knowledge of pulse and methods of diagnosis by
eight kinds of clinical-examination. By the end of the thirteenth century, thanks to the works
of Chakrapanidata, Vangasena and Sarangdhara, a new change had come in the shape of the
blending of Ayurveda and Rasashastra (medicine and alchemy). These developments have
been mostly internal but the possibilities of external influences from other cultures cannot be
ruled out. But unfortunately these texts and later commentaries have no anatomical or
surgical illustration. Dissection became a taboo and knowledge became secretive, confined to
one’s own son or the Brahmanas. Todarananda (a 16th century encyclopaedic work), for
example, says that rasavidya (alchemy) is to be kept ‘as secret as mother’s genitals’. Even
mineral classification reflected the caste divisions. For example, the diamonds are described
as of four types, Brahmana, Kshatriya, Vaisya, and Sudra; they are also male, female or
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napunsaka’. The Anandakanda (The Root of Bliss) encompasses almost the entire Hindu
alchemical tradition in six thousands verses. It is the sole attempt to fuse rasa siddhas
(alchemists) with the nath siddhas (spiritual tantries/yoigis).

Religion and Science

The term religion & science is easier to say than to explain, that too in relation to the
distant past. Religion and knowledge have always been intertwined. In India the earliest ideas
and rituals were articulated in the four vedas.

Numerous names appear as astronomers of the post-Vedic period. They are Garga,
Parasara, Kasyapa, Narada, Vasistha, Bhrigu and many more who composed their own
samhitas. Garga is known for his comment on the Greeks whom he described as mlecchas
who deserved to be honoured as sages because of their knowledge of astronomy. All this led
to the development of a kind of knowledge which formed the bedrock on which new
additions were to be made.

These new additions came to be known as the siddhantas, which were probably eighteen in
number.

It is said that by the fourth century A.D. the Indian mathematicians had developed the
system of decimal numeration using nine digits and zero. Aryabhata’s Aryabhatiya is a well-
known mathematics based astronomical text composed in the fifth century A.D. This work
marks a paradigm shift. It deals with astronomical principles and the methods of computation
in a highly condensed form. Aryabhatta was probably the first astronomer to talk of rotation
of the earth on its axis and also providing the correct explanation for the eclipses. He was
followed by Varahmihira, Bhaskara I and Brahmagupta. The last one composed
Brahmasphutasiddhanta consisting of 1008 verses. It dealt with planetary motions, eclipses,
and the problems of time, space and distance. He criticised Aryabhatta for abandoning the
traditional Rahu-Ketu theory of the eclipses. Here is an example of how an astronomer had to
accept something handed down by the religious tradition epitomised by the puranas. But he
was a great mathematician and his works were translated by the Arabs which started a new
trend of mathematics-based astronomy.

The tradition continued and another landmark appeared in the. 12th century A.D. in the
works of Bhaskara II.

The Buddhist and Jain Interventions

The emergence of Buddhist philosophy marks a watershed in ancient Indian thoughts.
Buddhism puts great emphasis on reason and rationality and, like science, it tries to explore
the realms of sensory and mental experience. It brings the mind and body together. Buddhism
does not define itself as a religion or a science nor does it distinguish between religious truths
and scientific truths. But both Buddhism and science teach that all beings are alike subject to
universal laws. Buddhism examines the laws of the inner world while science explains the
outer world. In Buddhism scientific and contemplative knowledge are not antagonistic at all
though their priorities may be different. Some scholars have compared the Buddhist
Madhyamaka with the modern quantum theory.

Another important ancient Indian religion is Jainism. It developed a set of
cosmological theories of its own and differed vastly from the Brahmanical Vedanga Jyotisha.
Its original text is Surjyaprajnapti attributed to Lord Mahavira himself (fifth century BC).
Numerous commentaries appeared at a regular interval. The Jain astronomy has two suns,
two moons and two sets of 27 naksatras. The earth is conceived as a series of flat concentric
rings of land masses separated by concentric ocean rings. At the central circle was located the
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Jambudwipa at whose centre stood the magnificent Mount Meru. A first century BC text
Sthangasutra, refers to the science of numbers, fundamental operations, solid mensuration,
fractions, algebra, permutations and combinations, etc. They excelled in the enumeration of
large numbers. Scholars have compared this ability of the Jain mathematicians to that of the
Alef-zero of modem mathematics.

Technologies

Tool making has been synonymous with civilization growth. The wheel-turned
pottery was very common in the Indus Valley civilisation. The pottery was kiln-fired and was
painted. Mica, sand and lime were used as tempering materials and charcoal was used as fuel.
Other than glazed pottery, the Harrapans knew the use of copper and also the techniques of
making beads, soldering, sheet-making, rivetting, coiling, casting, etc. The Vedic people are
good metalworkers. Iron was known in the middle eastern civilisation. Probably came to
India by fifth century BC. Production of new items, new tools, and must have boosted trade.
The introduction of iron hoe in the plough enhanced agricultural production many fold. A
new economy had emerged which continues to grow till date. The use of iron had changed
the face of war as well. The celebrated Arthasastra gives a lot of information on mining,
smelting and the utilities of different kinds of metals.

Plant Sciences and Agriculture

It may not be proper to find the similarities of modern knowledge systems in ancient
past. Relevant traces are bound to be there but these can not be exaggerated to the extent that
all knowledge existed in the Vedas! We may not have everything in ancient past but there
was definitely a substantial corpus of useful knowledge. After all it was a thinking civilisation
and a vast ancient literature and archaeological evidences bear testimony to this. No wonder
the celebrated author of Tabgat-al Uman, Qadi Saiid al- Andalusi (1029-1070) wrote that,
“Among all nations India was known as the mine of wisdom and the fountain-head of justice.
Although their colour belongs to the first grade of blackness, yet God the Exalted has kept
them immune from evil character, base conduct and low nature. He (God) has thus exalted
them (Indians) over many brown and white peoples...They also obtained profound and
abundant knowledge of the movements of the stars, the secrets of the celestial sphere and all
other branches of mathematical sciences. Moreover, of all the peoples they are the most
learned in the science of medicine and well-informed about the properties of drugs and the
nature of composite elements.”
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EPIPHANY
Prabhat Ghoshal

English Honours (Semester-II)

When the world will see | am not there,

My prayers will remain more and more enlightened.
Then the earth will be full of water and life comes anew.
The old will appear in the house of history,

The blooms will come again.

The smell of mine will arrive with a smile;

My feet will be there to show my pride

| shall become a new man atlast.
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Relevance of Indian Philosophy in the Present context

Ziaur Rahman
Assistant Professor
Department of Philosophy

What is philosophy? We think it is really a puzzling question. The answer
of this question might be a good instance of philosophy. We think this is one of
the prime differences between philosophy and other branches of study. Aristotle
gave answer of the question as “Philosophy is a science which discovers the real
nature of supernatural elements”. According to L. Wittgenstein the answer of
the question is, one of the greatest philosophers of western philosophy, that
“The object of philosophy is the logical clarification of thought. Philosophy is
not a theory but an activity.” In the context of Indian Philosophy we use the
word ‘Darsana’ as synonym of ‘Philosophy’, which signifies the meaning of
‘Tattva darsana’ or ‘knowing the reality’. Humans are rational being and thirst
for knowledge springs from the very nature of them. Philosophy is an attempt to

quench that excellent thirst.

In present time philosophy in the west has number of branches, viz.,
Metaphysics, ethics, logic, epistemology, psychology, aesthetics, etc. but in
Indian philosophy we can’t see this type of rigid classification. Instead, we can
witness that the problems discussed in the western philosophy are not ignored in
Indian philosophy; rather they have been discussed in a synthetic manner.
Nevertheless conclusions of different discussions have striking similarities, yet
the methods of discussions are not very much similar. In Indian philosophy,
cultivation of philosophy is for the betterment of life- to minimize the misery
and to maximize the bliss. In order to do that, we need to know the actual
reality, 1.e., ‘Tattva darsana’. Therefore, knowledge is the central point of

discussion here. And each school of Indian philosophy has their distinct method
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for the discussion. But the aim of them is the same, i.e., Moksha or Mukti or

Nirvana or Kama.

One of the prime features of Indian philosophy is that there are number of
opposite views, even contradictory in some cases, yet they have been prospered
side by side. As well as the method of discussion is very unique here in Indian
philosophy, i.e., purvapakhsa upasthapana, purvapakhsa khandana and then
Siddhanta. The beauty of this method lies in the understanding of the view
opponent, i.e., purvapakhsa. Because without having any clear understanding ,
of the view of the opponent, if one goes to criticize the view then he/she can
expose only his/her ignorance to the masses and present himself/herself as a
clown. If he/she doesn’t have any respect, even self respect, then he/she may
present himself/herself as a dictator. On the other hand understanding of the
views of the opponents earns the respect from the opponents and emerges the
same for the opponent. Moreover, it paves the way for discovering the Truth-
the Reality-or Tattva. If we look deeply into the affairs of our daily life, then we
should easily realize that there is a notable lack of that method. Intolerance,
suppression of the views of the opponent, dictatorship are few of the burning
problems of the present time. That’s why distance is emerging between the
family members, between the colleagues, between the co-citizens and of course
that of between the leaders of the nations. If we make ourselves ready to use
this method in our every day affairs, much of the problems will be erased. The
Truth should be established in each of our activities. Only then the misery will

be minimized and bliss will prevail.

The emergence of Indian philosophy was not only for the mere
intellectual satisfaction but for the upliftment of life. And for a long time Indian
peninsula has been a generous abode of the people of different faith and
practice. For that reason we can see there are hard orthodox schools of

philosophy like Mimansa and Vedanta, some soft orthodox schools like Nyaya,
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Vaisesika, and also some atheist school, for whom Vedas have no Pramanya or
authenticity, like Jaina and Buddhist schools. At the same time we can see there
is materialist school of philosophy —Carvaka. Due to the simplicity and
beautiful way of expression their views became very popular among the masses.
For that reason they got that name, their views are also known as ‘view of the
people’ or ‘Lokayata Darsana”. They have raised tough logical questions
against the monopoly of orthodoxy. They have raised the fundamental question
that how did know the things on which empire of orthodoxy is build? Anumana,
Upamana, Sabda etc. are not the valid source of knowledge. Only perception or
Pratyaksha is the only source of knowledge on which we can rely as the valid
source of knowledge, at least in a part. And by perception we can’t obtain the
knowledge of those supernatural entities. This objection was neither simply
overlooked by the opponents, nor they have been forced to stop asking such
type of questions which are shaking the base of their orthodox empire. But they
have tired with their utmost effort to refute it logically by critical thinking.
Critical thinking is one of the prime features of Indian philosophy. Lack of this
feature, in any space and time, can throw any civilized society into the garbage.
“The idea of Plato that philosophers must be the ruler and director of society is
practiced in India. The ultimate truth and truth of spirit and in light of them
actual life has to be refined”- S.P. Radhakrishnan remarks on the beauty of
Indian philosophy.

Not only its method, but its contents too might be a very useful tool for
the eradication of social evils. The aim of Indian philosophy is the realization
of the Truth or Tattva darsana. Who got that realization is known as Mukta or
liberated person- which is the ultimate goal of human life. One can’t attain
Moksha or Nirvana unless he obtained the proper knowledge of things. In every
school, of Indian philosophy, admit that, though they have sticking differences

on the views regarding the way of knowledge or Pramana. In order to be
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liberated one must obtain the knowledge of eternal and non-eternal, i.e.,
Nityanitya vastu viveka. For example, according to Vedantist school of
philosophy, a liberated person realizes that he is Brahman and all mundane
creations are not separate from him, none of the mundane things has actual
reality they are nothing but product of illusion or Addhyasa. If one comes to
know that the universe is nothing but mere appearance, then should he/she
indulge himself/herself any unfair means to get them? Rather he/she would be

unaffected to the appeared misery and happiness.

Therefore, we can conclude at the end by saying that the cultivation of
Indian philosophy in the present scenario is very important. But its mere study
can’t bear any utility and significance unless it is practiced- as it is true in case

of every science and technology.
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A poem for all fathers and mothers
Kakoli Singha
Department of English (Semester-I1)

I know what pain is now as I stand on my feet
I was once under the shade of your love, the world unknown to me.
When did I grow up?
The kajal and cream like everything else remained the same.
I do not find my old face. I have changed.
But mother, I am still your child!
Father is my life support, my sky which lulls me to sleep.
As I grow up, I realise that it is for father and mother
that the world runs as it should.

It is for them that I, we, exist.




Skl W Biabns

LOVE
Kakoli Singha

I don’t want to, but I must.
Start anew, with no one to trust.
You are now gone,
Probably will never come back.

Happiness and love are what [ now seem to lack.

Help me from heaven!
Guide me to start anew.
I really don’t know where to begin
I don’t know what to do.

I hate to live without you here.
Why did you have to die?
Now that you don’t even speak to me,

Must I say goodbye?

) p
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The Beauty of Nature
Rahul Karmakar
Department of English (Semester-11)

Nature is a unique gift of god. We can never appreciate it enough. God
himself has returned to the earth through nature. Poets have discussed nature
in many of their works. Driven by his love for nature, Rabindranath Tagore
established his ashram in Santiniketan. Jibanananda Das had also written
beautiful poems celebrating nature such as Rupashi Bangla. I am no great poet

but I also happen to love and admire nature.

Today I will talk about a wonderful place which is very close to my
heart. The place is known as Patrasayer Maa Basantachanditala where one can
see a temple close to a pond and a huge lush green field. Children of the
village come to play there every day while the elders come for walk in the
morning. In the temple, epics like Ramayana and Mahabharata are read every
afternoon which enhances the subtle beauty of the place. The view of the
sunset over there is breathtakingly gorgeous. The place appears to me as a

dream world where one can find beauty and peace at its best.
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Dreams on the way
Tanusree Ghosh

Department of English (Semester-VI)

I can’t count how many dreams are there in my entire world.

It seems like the glittering stars in the sky.

I can’t really figure out at times, how much I am gnarled

that it drives me to reach to the dreams so high.

I can’t seem to wait too long for the fulfilment of my dreams

I try to protect them thus, lest they be washed away in streams.

I wish to run to them with my bubbling enthusiasm,

But I do meet finally the wall of realism.

I might fall in my climbs upon the clouds of dream,

But I know finally I will shine in pride and my self-esteem.
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Time of Life

Rajat Manik
Department of English (Semester-VI)

The greatest operator of the life, time,
leads our destiny.
It seems so easy at times to see it pass silently.
We fail to understand how much in its flow it affects us.
Time does not give anyone a second chance,
And like a quiet evening fades away slowly.
Before one can really get a grip of it,
It is gone forever.
It is the story of everyone with whom time plays its own game.

One must catch it and fly to the pinnacle of life.
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LOCKDOWN

Prajnaparamita Das

Department of English (Semester-1I)

We had no idea that Samiran had a pet dog. But such things cannot be
suppressed. Somehow he had managed to keep the news from everyone as
nobody had seen his dog. However, one day as he was buying cuttings from
the meat shop which is an usual feed for the dogs and Manik caught him red
handed.

“You’re buying that! You have a dog then!’
‘Yes, I mean a little one.’

‘Alright, little is it? Which breed?’

‘eh, lab’.

‘Damn it! How many days?’

‘Not much, say ten months.’

* Oh boss! You are a guru of hiding!’

Samiran smiled, stepped forward and then looked back suddenly. He asked
Manik, ‘when is the dog show going to happen this year?’

Manik replied, ‘As soon as the lockdown is over. Let the situation be a bit
normal.’

Manik came to the club that afternoon and told us the whole story.

There is a ‘Dog Lovers Association’ in our neighbourhood. Every year there
takes place a very grand dog show. Dog owners are rewarded on the basis of
their dog’s fur, habits, intelligence and how they have been trained. Labrador
of Pradip Mondal has been the winner for the last three years and the
bitterness between Pradip and Samiran has been well known. This could
perhaps be the reason why Samiran was secretly training his pet to prepare for
the war ahead. If Manik hadn’t caught him that day, we would not have
known about the dog before the show. However, Samiran asserted that in
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terms of feeding, training and personality, his dog was unmatchable and
therefore in the show would definitely be his trump card.

Finally the day of the show arrived. Colourful tents, popular guests including
leaders, actors, ministers, police raged the area along with loud speakers
playing rabindrasangit and the participating dogs barking together made a
total chaos. Pradip was ready with his lab. The only person who could not be
seen anywhere was Samiran. Pradip looked at and smiled, ‘What the heck!
What did you say? It’s not so easy to fight against my dog.’

Manik and I hurried to Samiran’s house on a bicycle and started knocking on
the door-‘Samiran...are you there? Samiran...where are you?’ Suddenly, the
dog started barking loud from the inside. We knocked again. The more we
knocked, the more the dog barked but there was not response from Samiran.
Finally T went to the garden behind while Manik continued calling him.
Carefully crossing the bushes as I gently looked through the window
backside, what I saw was just beyond imagination! To my utter disbelief,
Samiran was sitting on a broken wooden chair and barking. The louder Manik
was knocking on the door, the louder his barking got ‘Vau...vau...
vauvau...vau...vau.’

Then somehow softly I called from the other side of the window, ‘Open the
door Samiran, I am Bikash.” At first he stood up in shock and once he saw
me, he lowered his head and slowly stepped towards the door. After entering
the house, Manik started shouting at him, ‘Its weird Samiran! How silly you
are! In the name of petting a dog, you are posing as a dog and barking
yourself.” As Manik was speaking to him, Samiran was silently sitting on the
broken chair and sobbing. Manik stopped at one point but he didn’t. He
finally spoke.

Last may he had lost his job due to the lockdown and gradually his savings
were also exhausted. For the last two months, his wife and their son were at
her father’s house. Listening to all this, Manik asked him, ‘But I still don’t
understand why you did the drama about the dog?’

Samiran took Manik’s hand in his own and cried out loud, ‘You caught me
with the cutting of meat that [ was buying. My son had been longing to eat
meat for a few days, that’s why!”

Manik looked at me with frozen eyes, I hid my face.
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BUDDING JOURNALISTS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH, PATRASAYER
MAHAVIDYALAYA ON THEIR FIRST INTERVIEW WITH A YOUNG SOCIAL WORKER,
SUKANTA SANYAMAT

[Interview taken by Prabhat Ghoshal, Tanushree Tudu & Trina Gupta, Semester-1l, English Dept.]

Q. Explain to us in your language what do you mean by socialwork?

ANS :: Social work is a profession concerned with helping individuals, families, groups and
communities to enhance their holistic well-being. It aims to help people develop their skills and
their ability to use their resources and those of the community to resolve problems.

Q. How can asocial worker help a Family?

ANS :: Social workers support individuals and their families through difficult times and ensure that
vulnerable people, both children and adults, are safeguarded from harm. Their role is to help
improve people’s lives. They also work closely with other professionals in health and social care.

Q. How do | protect myself as a social worker?

ANS :: | try to remain calm and respectful with the clients. | don’t raise my voice. | speak to them in
an understanding manner, but maintain my authority and firmness should the situation call for it. |
do not let them know if | am scared.

Q. What do you hope to archive as a social worker?

ANS :: | want to help children to find right direction in their lives so that they may live better. That is
what | want to accomplish in my job. | do not dream about big things. | hope to engage myself in the
field of social research, helping practical social workers in their jobs with my findings and experience.
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Q. Why did you want to be a social worker?

ANS :: The role of a social worker always attracted me and | was inspired to see them relieving
people from their sufferings and fighting for social justice. Social workers set a great example for our
commitment to mankind and | simply wanted to become a part of their journey.

Q. Why social work is important in society?

ANS :: Social workers help relieve people’s suffering, fight for Justice, improve lives and
communities. Most people think of social workers when they think of poverty alleviation and child
welfares. Many social workers do that kind of work and also several other kinds to uplift human
existence.

Q. What do you expect to be doing on day-to-day basis as a social worker?

ANS :: Day to day work involves assessing people’s needs, strengths and wishes, working with
individuals and families directly to help them make changes and solve problems, organize support,
arranging for recommendation or referrals to other services and agencies while keeping detailed
records.

Q. Whatskills and qualities enabled you to do the Job of a social worker?

ANS :: One needs listening skills, self-awareness, organizational skills, persuasive speech and
patience. If you have most of the traits required for social work, it might be the right time for you to
do it.

Q. What is the ultimate aim of social work?

ANS :: The ultimate goal of social work is to enhance the well -being and level of functioning for all
people and to extend positive social change by improving social conditions and creating more
humane practices and policies for vulnerable populations.

Q. What do you think people expect from social workers?
ANS :: Social workers give advice and support to vulnerable individuals for families, and those living

T
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on the margins of society. They are responsible for helping people to get access to the services they
need in order to improve their situation and well-being.

Q. How do you balance your work and personal Life?
ANS :: When workers are balanced and happy, they are more productive; they take fewer sick days,
and are more likely to stay in their jobs. | manage both with proper planning.

Q. Can you tell us your strengths and weaknesses as a social worker?
ANS :: Good communications skills, understanding of the problems and an ability to solve conflicts
and difficult situations with a cool head. My weakness is that | believe people very easily.
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Maitreyee Chaudhuri,

, English Dept.

Semester-VI
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Semester-II, English Dept.
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