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I am extremely happy to know that
Anirban-The  online  magazine  of
Patrasayer = Mahavidyalaya is being
published. It is the issue of 2022 and like
its earlier issues of 2020 and 2021 this

issue contains several articles from the

students and the teachers. It is worthy to
note that even during the pandemic years
of 2020 and 2021 when the teaching-
learning process in the college shifted to
the online virtual mode, our college
students thrived and prospered beyond our
expectations. Even the library and office

administration also worked brilliantly in

the online mode during these two years.

Another achievement of the college has been the completion of the process of
recruiting non-teaching staff of the college in the last year. The college also completed
the construction of the second floor of the library building. I must thank the members of
the Governing body, the teachers of the college, the non-teaching staff and the students
of the college for their cooperation in running the college smoothly. Also, I warmly
thank Dr. Ritushree Sengupta, editor of the college magazine for her whole hearted
effort in the publication of the magazine. The contributors to the magazine also deserve
thanks for their contributions.

I wish wide publicity of the online magazine, Anirban.

Dr. Santosh Koner
Principal
Patrasayer Mahavidyalaya
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There is a strange sound that twirls around the grasses in the campus these days. Similar
sounds come from the corridors as well. The windows and doors giggle at times!

Many a times [ have wondered, what kind of a sound is that? I often get confused while
thinking if it is the wind or a fig of my imagination. I ardently like to believe that it is
the sound of sheer happiness. The rather tall buildings which had missed the warmth of
human company for almost two years are now happy even by the untimely cacophony of
the students. The grasses are gleeful as playful shoes run in and out of the patches of
green at almost all time of the day. And why shouldn’t they be happy? After all, the
campus has come to life! We have bravely fought a deadly virus while braving the other
difficulties of our lives.

Last year when | was writing the Editorial for Anirban, it was my first time as its Editor.
In the process I did learn a lot of things ranging from the art of page set up to the act of
driving everyone crazy over the deadline. But as the magazine gradually shaped into a
beautiful early autumn reality, it filled me with immense pride and satisfaction as if I
was gifted a chance to explore an absolutely unknown terrain that I had managed to
walk on with a string of people to support me beyond my expectations. The experience
has humbled me and clearly influenced my perspective as I have seen students from
varied backgrounds trying their best to overcome their respective limitations and
difficulties in order to make Anirban a pleasant read. Our ship in the former year had
reached the rainbow shore, this year too we were determined to conquer the waves. The
readers to the best of my belief will surely do justice to the collective work of the
students.

I am immensely thankful to Dr. Santosh Koner, our beloved Principal who has
supported the magazine with his experienced guidance in every possible way. I wish to
thank the faculty members of the Department of Bengali for their relentless support in
this literary endeavour. We must remember that Anirban is not just a magazine for us. It
remains a fact that topographically situated far from the buzzes of urban Bengal, bereft
of several facilities, PatrasayerMahavidyalaya is a small rural college and our students
are mostly from underprivileged quarters of the district of Bankura and yet, they have
composed a magazine that has given all of us an opportunity to boast of a unique literary
identity. To that indomitable spirit, I bow down as team Anirban proudly roars,

WE CAN, WE MUST AND WE WILL.

Dr. Ritushree Sengupta
Editor
‘Anirban’
Patrasayer Mahavidyalaya
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MIRROR OF MADNESS

Dr. Ritushree Sengupta
Assistant Professor of English

I am scared of watching news these days. Newspapers appear to be equally
terrifying. Every screen and every page only tells me that happiness is history.
Born in the 90s, I was a hopeless believer of fairy tales and for a very long time
I thought that the world out there was actually beautiful. But the world failed
me. [ must say that it did not fail me overnight but like a toxic slow motion shot,
it kept on failing me by constantly reminding me that failure is what I should
expect, failure is what tomorrow will bring and failure is something that we all
will have to share our dreams with. Sometimes I wonder, passing the unruly
paper of algebra in school was rather easy than to have to deal with the world
failing and falling apart since eternity.

Now the question is, what do we understand as failure? Is it the realisation of
not being enough? No, it is not that simple. Failure is to watch a society
transform in front of one’s own eye and not being able to do anything about it.
As we were growing up our leisures in the playing areas disappeared. Now the
parks are for the senior citizens where they laugh to death and then silently
disappear. Our playtimes no longer exist. Children these days do not know the
significance of a silly stone that could provoke an entire colony to play
unchaperoned monsoon soccer in the streets. We are nothing but the ghosts of
our colony soccer team. To come home through a quite alley only being
accompanied by stray dogs at 5 pm is failure.

Do we have to blame anyone? Can we really blame anyone? Does it help?

The answer is yes and no at the same time. I feel tired these days. I only see
people trying to drown their sadness behind shopping dates with old friends,
Sunday brunches and occasional clubbing. Like many, 1 too pretend that
everything is alright and we all pretend simply too well.

This pattern of pretence only keeps increasing as we transform into plastics. It
could be remembered or forgotten as well that we as a generation could not
make history.

The shameless lights on hoardings laugh at us. We call them markers of
enlightenment.

Disillusion has begun.
Degeneration has begun.
Disaster waits.
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The Relation between Sign of Material Implication
and ‘If...then...°

Ziaur Rahaman
Assistant Professor,
Department of Philosophy

The aim of deductive logic is to provide methods and techniques, by which
wecan analyze and appraise the deductive arguments in an easy way. But this
task sometimes seemsvery difficult to us because of the peculiarity of the
language in which arguments are presented. viz. words may by be vague or
idioms may confuse or mislead, emotional appeal may distract. This happens in
case of any natural languages like English, Bengali, Hindi etc. To avoid these
difficulties and to accomplish their work clearly, logicians construct an artificial
symbolic language free from these kinds of ambiguities and unclarities. In this
newly formed artificial language we can express arguments with precision. For
example -

If laws are good and their enforcement is strict, crime will diminish. If strict
enforcement of laws will make crimes diminish, then our problem is a practical
one. The laws are good. Therefore our problem is a practical one.

Now, if we want to determine the validity of this argument, it would seem to
us very laborious and there would be a very high possibility of committing
mistakes. But if we do this after expressing it in that newly formed artificial
symbolic language, our task would seem to us very easy. We can symbolize this
argument in this following way-

(L.E)oD
(EoD)oP
L/ P

After expressing the argument in the symbolic language we can determine the
validity of this argument by using any decision procedure method viz. Truth
Table, Truth Tree etc.

'> 'is one of the very important and unique notions of the artificial language
formed by the modern logicians. It is a constant of this language. This sign is
generally known as ' horse shoe' or ' implication sign' or 'entailment sign'. This
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sign is also expressed as ' —' by a few logicians like Jonson. This sign generally
works as a linking expression and it functions like an English expression
'If...then..." Moreover, it can be said that this sign is used as a corresponding
sign of ' if... then...” Though it is used as a corresponding sign, English
expression “If”'! has several uses those are not captured by '> .

The statement of the form ' if...then..." is called ' hypothetical 'or' conditional'
or 'implication' statement. The sentence immediately following 'if' is called
‘antecedent' and the statement immediately following 'then' is called
‘consequent’ of a hypothetical statement. For example - 'if it rains then the
ground will wet' in this statement 'it rains' is antecedent and 'ground will wet'
is consequent.

A conditional or a hypothetical statement asserts that in any case in which its
antecedent is true, its consequent can’t be false. "The essential meaning of a
conditional statement is the relationship asserted to hold between antecedent
and consequent, in that order"?. To understand the meaning of a conditional
statement we must understand first what the relation of implication is.

Plausibly, implication appears to have more than one meaning in the English
language. In other words we can say that there are different kinds of
hypothetical sentences in the English language. For example

1) If all men are mortal and Plato is a man, then Plato is mortal.
2) |If Jones is a bachelor then Jones is unmarried.

3) If this piece of blue litmus paper is placed in acid then this blue litmus
paper turns red.

4) If Mohan Bagan loses their home game then | will eat my hat

Clearly, here, we can recognize that these conditional statements are of
different types. The consequent of (1) follows logically from its antecedent,
whereas the consequent of (2) follows definitionally from its antecedent. On
the other hand the consequent of (3) neither follows logically nor
definationally from its antecedent, but the relation between antecedent and
consequent discovered empirically, whereas the consequent of (4) neither
follows logically nor definationally nor discovered empirically but it reports a

'Few logicians like Susan Haack express “If..then...” as ‘If'.

2 Introduction to Logic, | M Copy and C Cohen
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decision of the speaker to behave in the specified way under special
circumstances.

There is another type of hypothetical statement that is called 'material
implication' or 'material hypothetical'. This type of hypothetical statements
used, generally, to refute the antecedent of that conditional statement
emphatically.viz.

(5) If Plato is a politician then | am a monkey's uncle.

There is no connection between antecedent and consequent of this type of
hypothetical sentence, whether logical, definitional or empirical. It is already
known that the consequent of a hypothetical statement can never be false, if
its antecedent is true. But in this type of hypothetical sentence the consequent
is obviously false, so it means that its antecedent is vacuously false. Therefore,
it can be said that, here, it is a way by which the author emphatically denies
the antecedent. So, here in this sentence the author emphatically denies that
Plato was a politician, which is its antecedent.

Now the question arises to us that Is there any identifiable common meaning
or characteristic or partial meaning among these types of conditionals? There
is a convenient way to approach this question is to ask under what
circumstances a hypothetical statement should be false? Any hypothetical
statement of the form 'If....then...." is known to be false if its antecedent is true
and its consequent is false, more precisely it can be said that the conjunction
of its antecedent and negation of its consequent is known to be true i.e.
'If...p...then....q..." is false, if (p.~q) is true. And the statement of the form
"If...p..then...q.." is true if the conjunction of its antecedent and negation of its
consequent is true i.e. ' If ....p then....q.. ' is true, if ~(p.~q) is true. Thus we
may regard that ~(p.~q) as part of the meaning of any kind of hypothetical
statement.

Now we are in a position to draw a conclusion about the common or partial
meaning of the various kinds of hypothetical statements. Instances stated
above (1 - 5) are of hypothetical statements, but they assert different kinds of
implications between their antecedent and consequent. But no matter what
types of implication asserted by them, a part of their meaning is: The negation
of the conjunction of its antecedent and negation of consequent i.e. ~(p.~q) is
true.
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On the other hand if we look at the use of the logical constant ‘ 5, we can see
similar types of use, of 'If....then...." of English, as we discussed above. The
statement of the form ‘p>q’ is known to be false if ‘p’ is true and ‘g’ is false
together i.e. ' p.~q' . And ‘p2q’ is known to be true in any other cases
considered in the system.

On the basis of the above mentioned similarities between the use of ' 5'and '
if', we translate the English expression ' if ' to logical constant ' 5", as well as
statement of the form ' If...p...then...q..." to 'p > q'. But we cannot return in
the same way i.e. we cannot translate ' p>q'to 'if...p ..then...q...' . Because
there are few uses of ' if ' in English those are not captured by the use of ' 2" .
Thus, here it can be said that whatever is entailed by ' >' is also entailed by ' if '
but not vice versa.

There are some logicians who claim that the identification of ' if ' with >’ is
misleading, namely, Strawson, Anderson, Belnap, Johnson, and Moore.
Strawson in his book 'Introduction fo Logical Theory’ claims that this
identification is not only misleading, but it is definitely wrong. He provides the
following reasons behind his claim.

The meaning of the statement of the form ' p > g ' is given by a rule i.e. the
statement of the form ' p>q ' is false if the conjunction of ' p ' and ‘“~q' is true
and true in all other cases considered in the system. So, it can be said that the
truth of its consequent and falsity of its antecedent are sufficientconditions of
truth value of the statement of the form 'p>q', and together they are necessary
and sufficient conditions of its truth value.

On the other hand the statement of the form 'if ...p.. then...q.." is used, when
we were not sure about the truth value of its component statements (here, p
and g), nevertheless we connect consequent(q) with antecedent(p) , because
we think that antecedent is the logical ground for the acceptance of
consequent. That is why we hesitate to apply the adjective 'true’ or 'false' to a
conditional or a hypothetical statement. Instead of that, we feel comfortable
to call a conditional statement 'reasonable’ or ' well founded'. For example- 'If
you are a student of logic then you can solve this problem' - we cannot say that
it is a true statement or not but it can be said that it is a reasonable statement
(or not).
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We can make two statement of the form ' if....then...."' and '.....D....." by using
the same component statement, just one of them would be true( or false) or
be labeled true( or false) but remainder is not. viz.

A) If Plato sacrifices his life for the freedom of India then he is a martyr.'
B) Plato sacrifice his life for the freedom of India DHe is a martyr'.

The falsity of ‘Plato sacrificed his life for the freedom of India' is the sufficient
condition of truth of the statement (B) but not of (A), after all we cannot say
anything about the truth value of (A). Otherwise there would be no point to
make sentences like (A). ' Plato does not sacrifice his life for the freedom of
India' is the sufficient condition to verify the truth value of (B) i.e. true, and as
well as of (C) : ' Plato sacrifice his life for the freedom India > He is not a martyr'
, but not of (A).

Therefore, it can be concluded that 'p > q' is consistent with ' p>~q' and the
falsity of 'p' is the sufficient condition of the truth of both 'p>q'and ' p > ~q'.
And their joint assertion is equivalent to '~p ' viz.

1. (p2q) . (p>~aq)

2.(pVva). ("PVTA) ,..1, Impli
3.7P V(G NG) e, 2,Dist
o TS 3, Dropping self contradictory disjunction.

On the other hand ' If Plato sacrifices his life for the freedom of India then he is
a martyr' and ' If Plato sacrifices his life for the freedom of India then he is not
a martyr' is inconsistent with each other, their joint assertion is self
contradictory. So, we can state with precision that-

1) (p>q) . (p>~q) is contingent
2) (if ptheng)and (if pthennotq) s self contradictory.

Thus, Strawson concluded that the identification of ' > ' with 'if...then...." is a
misnomer. But Nelson argues that what is required for 'p' to imply 'q' is not
just that it is impossible for 'p' to be true and 'q' to be false, but also that there
be some 'connection of meaning' between 'p' and 'q'. On the other hand
Anderson and Belnap also held similar views. They proposed a stricter
conditional which requires a relation of relevance between antecedent and
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consequent. They object to calling ' 2 ' 'material implication' as well as to

reading it ' If...then...".

Faris, in his book ' Truth Functional Logic ' argues that - ' If ....A ...then...B.." is
derivable from ' A > B', so that 'If ....A ...then...B.. "and ' A> B ' are
interderivable, if not synonymous. Susan Haack illustrate his view in the
following way- " He assumes that a necessary and sufficient condition for the
truth of ' If ....A ...then...B.." is condition E: there is a set S of true propositions
such that B is derivable from A together with S$"*. Faris goes on, if A > B is true,
there is a set of true proposition, namely the set of which ' A > B 'is the only
member, from which B is derivable together with A ; so, condition E satisfied,
and ' If ....A ...then...B.." is true. This argument has been attacked at various
points, but objectors fail to point out exactly where theflaw is in the argument.

There are other philosophers, like, Johnson, Moore, who said that, the
apparent discrepancies between ‘ 2 ' and 'if..then...'" is conversational
implicature rather than of truth condition. They explain their view in the way
something like this: It is not that ' If ..p.. then..q.."is false, if ' p "is false or ' q ' is
true, but rather than it is pointless and misleading to assert ' if..p..then..q..'
when there is no connection between 'p' and 'q', if one entitled to assert '~p'
or'q'.

There is another type of difficulty about the material implication or statement
of the form 'p 5 g', that is well known as 'paradox of material implication' .
Paradoxes are-

1) A self-contradictory proposition can imply any proposition whatsoever.
2) A tautologous proposition can be implied by any proposition whatsoever.

But there are some logicians, namely, Kneale, Popper, Bennet, Lewis, who hold
that paradoxes are the truth about entailment. To avoid the
paradoxes if material implication logicians proposed a
strict implication (A) i.e. 'p—q@ read as 'p' strictly
implies 'q’, . If 'q' is true in all possible cases in which 'p’
is true then it can be said that 'p' strictly implies 'q'. But
strict implication has its own paradoxes. Lewis thought that strict
implication was the formal counterpart of the intuitive idea. For him paradoxes
are truth about implication. Since, there is a valid deduction of any necessary

3 Philosophy of logics, Susan Haack
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conclusion from an arbitrary premise and of an arbitrary conclusion from an
impossible premise.

There are few intuitively valid principles of deductive inference, by the use of
which Lewis showed that the paradoxes are not invalidly derived.

a) Any conjunction entails each of its conjuncts.

b) Any proposition 'p' , entails 'pVq' ., no matter what 'q'
may be.

c) Premisses (p v q) and “~p' together entails 'q'.
d) Whenever 'p' entails 'q', and g' entails 'r' then 'p entails r'.

Lewis has shown that by using these intuitively valid principles, we can derive
any arbitrary proposition 'q' from any proposition of the form ' p . ~p ' in the
following way-

1.p.™p

2.P e 1 by Simpl
3PV Q. 2 by Add
4. P 1 by simpl
S o P 3,4 by Ds

by using (d) we will obtain the result '(p.~p) entails q'. Similarly it can be shown
that a tautologous proposition can be derived from any proposition whatever.

Lewis challenged the critics of strict implication to say which step of this
derivation could possibly be rejected. Hughes and Cresswell wrote in their
book 'An Introduction to Modal Logic' that " this derivation shows that the
price. which has to be paid for denying that '(p.~p) entails g' is the
abandonment of at least one of a - d . Frankly, this price seems exorbitantly
high to us."

Anderson and Belnap center their criticism on the step from 'p v ' and “~p' to
" q' . Their explanation would go in the following way: 'or' has two senses -
truth functional and intentional. In the intentional sense, the truth of 'p v '
requires that disjuncts be relevant to each other. They argue that the step ' p v
g' from 'p' would be valid only if 'v' is understood truthfully , but the step 'q'
from 'pv g'and '~p'isvalid only if 'v' is understood intentionally.

Here, | think, it is important to mention that - they do not deny that 'q' is
deducible from ' p.~p ', but what they deny is that 'q' is deducible from 'p.~p'
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is valid in the real sense of validity. Because , they thought that the standard
sense of deductibility is defective , since it ignores consideration of relevance.
Anderson and Belnap put appropriate restrictions on deductibility, such as : 'B'
is deductible from 'A' only if 'A' is used in the derivation of 'B'. This
restriction is summarized by Fogelin as ' the Rule of No
Funny Business' . More precisely we can say that they
don't deny that if 'pVq' (where 'v' truth functional) is true
and '~p' is true, then necessarily 'q' is true, but they deny
that this is sufficient to show that the argument is valid.

Despite, there are so many discussion and discrepancies between the logicians,
on the discrepancies between ' 2" and ' If...then...."' of English, though we are in
a position to draw conclusion. The logical constant '>' of symbolic language is
not to be regarded as denoting the meaning of 'If...then...", because there is no
single meaning of it in English language., rather than it has several meanings.
Nor '2'is to be regarded as standing for all the meanings of ' if...then..." . These
are all deferent and any attempt to abbreviate all of them by a single logical
constant would render that symbol ambiguous- as ambiguous the English
expression ' if...then...' . The symbol '>' of logic is completely unambiguous.
What ' p>q' abbreviate is that '~(p.~q)', whose meaning is included in the
meanings of each kinds of hypothetical statement considered. | think these
two questions are very important in this context- For what purpose the
formalization is needed? and Does that purpose need anything stronger than
material implication? If one asked which type of implication statement best
correspond to statement if the form 'If...then...", the answer may be that
different formal conditionals correspond best to different uses 'If....then...".
Mckie mentioned, in his book ' Truth Probability and Paradox’, that 'if...then...."
has several uses un English, one of which may closely correspond to the use of
...>...", but others of which requires different representation. Being truth
functional, material implication is simplest of formal conditionals, whether
resort to strict or subjunctive or relevant conditionals brings advantages to
compensate for the loss in simplicity. | think the purpose in which formalization
needed us crucial. If one concerned only to represent formally valid arguments
which are used in Logic, for instance, it might be that a truth functional
implication would be adequate. If one is concerned to represent arguments in
empirical sciences, he needs subjunctive conditionals. So, in Logic, the role of
formal conditional playing is adequate.
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Wall Magazine ‘Nidarshan’ of Bengali Department being inaugurated.
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International Women'’s Day being celebrated at College premises.




